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Kursanalys AK2014 VT21 

Sammanställt av Maria Nordström, 2021-04-15 

Sammanfattande data om kursens genomförande och resultat  

 

• Namn på kurs: Beslutsteori 

• Kurskod: AK2014, FAK3140 

• Examinationsmoment fördelade på hp: Seminarier (DELA 3.0 

hp), övningar (EXCA 4.5 hp), frivillig tentamen (TENA, 0 hp).  

• Antal studenter: 17 studenter listande på Canvas (därmed 

registrerade), 15 studenter deltog i någon läraktivitet (vissa 

närvarade på enstaka föreläsning), 13 studenter deltog i minst 

examinerande moment (seminarium/övning).  

• Prestationsgrad/examinationsgrad: I dagsläget är 9 studenter 

examinerade på kursen (varav 1 på FAK3140), dessutom har 2 

ytterligare studenter uttryckt ambitionen att slutkursen, förväntat 

antal examinerade studenter är därmed 10.  

• Läraktiviteter: Se bilaga (course syllabus).  

• Undervisande lärare: Maria Nordström & John Cantwell  

• Examinator: John Cantwell 

Sammanfattning av kursvärdering 

  

Kursutvärdering genomfördes vis LEQ och resulterade i enbart 2 svar (trots 

påminnelser) som då inte delges kursansvariga. Ingen input från studenter har 

därmed legat till grund för denna kursranalys. LEQ kommer ej användas igen 

för denna kurs.  

Analys  

 

Undervisande lärare har haft ett kursanalysmöte 14/4. 

 

Sammantaget har kursen fungerat väl, trots omställning till Zoom. 

Arbetsfördelningen har varit bra och upplägget har varit rimligt. Alla 

läraktiviteter har genomförts digital men föreläsningar och seminarier som 

vanligt. Övningarna har dock utgått och ersatts med inlämningsuppgifter (en 
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blandning av MCQ och skriftliga inlämningar som kamratgranskas). Det har 

fungerat väl och denna ändring kommer att kvarstå även om återgång till 

salsundervisning VT22 är möjlig.  

 

Innehållet i läraktiviteterna har varit rimligt ur lärarnas perspektiv. Ett papper 

inför seminarium 1 ersattes till ett mer lättillgängligt papper vilket verkar 

fungerat väl. Möjligen skulle en översyn av litteraturen i övrigt kunna göras i 

mån av tid. Omfattningen på förberedelseuppgiften inför seminariet minskade 

något utan att det upplevs ha haft påverkan på kvalitén på uppgifterna och den 

mindre omfattningen föreslås kvarstå till nästa omgång.  

 

Genomförandegraden för fristående studenter är lägre än för 

programstudenter. Arbetsinsatsen är dock rimlig i förhållande till kursens 

omfattning. Kursen ges som fristående kurs men är så tidskrävande att den inte 

kan förväntas läsas vid sidan av ett heltidsarbete. Till nästa kursomgång 

(VT22) har kursen uppdaterade lärandemål, förhoppningen är att 

förväntningarna blir tydligare för studenterna. Betygskriterierna kommer dock 

behöva uppdateras.  

 

Kursansvar för VT22 kvarstår men kan komma att ändras vid behov.  
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Course syllabus
Jump to today ! Edit

All activities take place on Zoom. 

Activity Time Readings Slides

Lecture 1:
Introduction
to Decision
Problems 

Wed
20/1,
13-
15

Peterson chapters 1&2 (note that this is from the 1st edition,
you are highly recommended to get the 2nd edition as early
as possible). 

Lecture 1   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3794992/download?
download_frd=1) 

Lecture 2:
Decision
Rules

Fri
22/1,
15-
17

Peterson chapter 3 (note that this is from the 1st edition,
you are highly recommended to get the 2nd edition as early
as possible). 

 Lecture 2   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3801576/download?
download_frd=1) 

Lecture 3:
Probability &
Expected
Utility

Wed
27/1,
13-
15

Peterson chapters 4-7
Lecture3 - 210101.pdf
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860093/download?
download_frd=1) 

Seminar 1:
Bayesian vs.
Ecological
Rationality

Fri
29/1,
10-
12

Gigerenzer, G., & Brighton, H. (2009). Homo
heuristicus: Why biased minds make better
inferences. Topics in Cognitive Science, 1(1), 107-143.

Simon, Herbert A. (1973). The Structure of Ill-
structured Problems. Artificial Intelligence 4: 181-201.

Sniedovich, M. (2012). Black Swans, New
Nostradamuses, Voodoo decision theories, and the
science of decision making in the face of severe
uncertainty. International Transactions in Operational
Research, 19(1-2), 253-281.   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3795062/download?
download_frd=1)

 

Lecture 4:
Bayesian

Fri
5/2, Peterson chapter 8-10 Lecture4 - 201010pub.pdf

(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860086/download?

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/syllabus#
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/syllabus#
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739623/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3794992?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3794992/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739620/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3801576?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3801576/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860093?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860093/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/pages/seminars
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739615/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739640/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3795062?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3795062/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860086?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860086/download?download_frd=1
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Bayesian
Decision
Theory

5/2,
15-
17

Peterson chapter 8-10
Jeffrey on measuring p AND U from preferences (https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860086/download?

download_frd=1) 

Lecture 5:
Multi-Criteria
decision
making

Wed
10/2,
13-
15

Keeney & Raiffa, pp. 82-100

Chapter 6 in Multi-criteria Analysis: a manual   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739635/download?
download_frd=1)

  Lecture5 - 210210.pdf
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3895992/download?
download_frd=1) 

Seminar
2: Newcomb's
Paradox

Fri
12/2,
13-
15

Nozick, Robert. (1969) Newcomb's Problem and Two
Principles of Choice. In Nicholas Rescher, ed., Essays
in Honor of Carl G. Hempel, pp. 114–146. Dordrecht:
Reidel.

Mackie, John L. "Newcomb's Paradox and the
Direction of Causation."Canadian Journal of
Philosophy (1977): 213-225.
Egan, Andy (2007) Some Counterexamples to Causal
Decision Theory. Philosophical Review, 116: 93–114.
Optional (for everyone): Cantwell, John (2013) "On an
alleged counter-example to Causal Decision Theory"

 
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739638/download?
download_frd=1)

 

Lecture 6:
Social Choice
Theory

Wed
17/2,
13-
15

List, Christian, "Social Choice Theory", The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2013 Edition),
Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
(http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2013/entries/social-choice)

Lecture 6   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3928155/download?
download_frd=1) 

Seminar
3: Multi-
Criteria
decision
making

Wed
24/2,
13-
15

Slides   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3953349/download?
download_frd=1)

Lecture 7:
Game Theory
I

Fri
26/2,
15-
17

Peterson chapters 11&12
Lecture 7   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3965018/download?
download_frd=1)

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739641/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3860086/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739616/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739635/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739635/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3895992?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3895992/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/pages/seminars
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739621/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739617/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739619/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739638/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739638/download?download_frd=1
http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2013/entries/social-choice
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3928155?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3928155/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/pages/seminar-3-instructions
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3953349?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3953349/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3965018?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3965018/download?download_frd=1
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Course summary:
Date Details Due

Sun, 31 Mar 2019
"  Exercise set 2:
Compensation assignment
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146526)

due by 23:59

Sat, 21 Mar 2020
"  Seminar 2: Compensation
assignment
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146531)

due by 23:59

"  Seminar 1: Paper 1 (Homo
heuristicus: Why biased minds
make better inferences) - Essay
Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146528)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 1: Paper 2 (The

Lecture 8:
Game Theory
II

Mon
1/3,
08-
10

Grüne-Yanoff, Till (2008) Game Theory. Internet
Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, sections 1&2.
(http://www.iep.utm.edu/g/game-th.htm)

 Lecture 8   
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3978262/download?
download_frd=1) 

Seminar 4:
Backward
Induction

Wed
3/3,
13-
15

Pettit P, Sugden R (1989) The backward induction
paradox. J Philos 86:169–182
Broome, John, and Wlodek Rabinowicz. "Backwards
induction in the centipede game." Analysis 59, no.
264 (1999): 237-242.
Binmore, Ken. "Rationality and backward
induction." Journal of Economic Methodology 4, no. 1
(1997): 23-41.

Lecture 9:
Descriptice
Decision
Theory

Fri
5/3,
10-
12

Lecture9 - 210303-1.pdf
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3988413/download?
download_frd=1) 

 

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146526
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146531
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146528
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146529
http://www.iep.utm.edu/g/game-th.htm
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3978262?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3978262/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/pages/seminars
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739624/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739626/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3739612/download
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3988413?wrap=1
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/files/3988413/download?download_frd=1
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Thu, 28 Jan 2021 Structure of Ill-structured
Problems) - Essay Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146529)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 1: Paper 3 (The
science of decision making in
the face of severe uncertainty) -
Essay Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146530)

due by 9:00

Wed, 3 Feb 2021

"  Exercise set 1: Hand-in
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/148160) due by 23:59

"  Exercise set 1: MCQ
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/148138) due by 23:59

Thu, 11 Feb 2021

"  Seminar 2: Paper 1
(Newcomb's Problem and Two
Principles of Choice) - Essay
Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146532)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 2: Paper 2
(Newcomb's Paradox and the
Direction of Causation) - Essay
Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146533)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 2: Paper 3 (Some
Counterexamples to Causal
Decision Theory) - Essay
Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146534)

due by 9:00

Fri, 19 Feb 2021

"  Exercise set 2: Hand in
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149367) due by 23:59

"  Exercise set 2: MCQ -
Expected utility theory
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149365)

due by 23:59

Tue, 23 Feb 2021
"  Seminar 3: Project Essay
Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146535)

due by 9:00

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146529
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146530
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/148160
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/148138
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146532
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146533
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146534
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149367
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149365
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146535
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Tue, 2 Mar 2021

"  Seminar 4: Paper 1 (The
backward induction paradox) -
Essay Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146537)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 4: Paper 2
(Backwards induction in the
centipede game) - Essay
Submission Copy
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146538)

due by 9:00

"  Seminar 4: Paper 3
(Rationality and backward
induction) - Essay Submission
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146539)

due by 9:00

Mon, 8 Mar 2021

"  Exercise set 3: MCQ - Game
theory
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/151338)

due by 23:59

"  Exercise set 3: Hand in
(Game Theory)
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/151343)

due by 23:59

Mon, 15 Mar 2021 "  Take-home exam
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146540) due by 17:00

Sun, 21 Mar 2021
"  Assignment for PhD
students
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146524)

due by 23:59

Wed, 31 Mar 2021

"  Exercise points (thus far)
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149655) due by 23:59

"  Exercise set 1:
Compensation assignment
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146525)

due by 23:59

"  Seminar 4: Compensation
assignment
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146536)

due by 23:59

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146537
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146538
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146539
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/151338
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/151343
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146540
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146524
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/149655
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146525
https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146536
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Sun, 4 Apr 2021
"  Seminar 1: Compensation
assignment
(https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146527)

due by 23:59

https://canvas.kth.se/courses/22372/assignments/146527

